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LEARN MORE AND REGISTER:
victoria.ca/crystalpool
250.361.0732

FACILITY HOLIDAY CLOSURES: 
Jan. 1 - New Year’s Day
Feb. 20 - BC Family Day

WINTER 2023
Growing in the City

Winter is the perfect time to learn something new for  
the next gardening season. Our workshops are designed 
to help you refresh your know-how, learn a new skill,  
or consider another aspect of your growing potential. 
From planning to plant care to specialized techniques, 
we’ve got a variety of topics for you to dive into.

Tree Care

Fruit Tree Care
Set your fruit tree up for success. Following a seasonal 
schedule, we will outline the tasks that can be done 
throughout the year to increase the health and harvest 
of your favourite fruit trees. Topics covered will include 
when to prune, fertility, soil management, and common 
pests and diseases.

Location: Fernwood NRG, 1240 Gladstone Ave. 
Instructor: Tim Fryatt, LifeCycles

Jan 14 Sat 1-3 p.m. $10   34425

Fruit Tree Pruning 101 
Dive into the art and science of pruning fruit trees in this 
informative, hands-on workshop. Proper pruning is one  
of the greatest gifts you can give to your trees each year 
and will substantially improve their health, productivity 
and beauty for years to come. In this workshop you’ll 
learn principles and practices you can use in your own 
backyard. 

Location: Fernwood NRG, 1240 Gladstone Ave. 
Instructor: Tim Fryatt, LifeCycles

Feb 4 Sat  Noon-3 p.m.   $15/1   34547

Planning A Community Orchard
Do you wish there were more fruit and nut trees in your 
neighbourhood? Do you dream of cultivating abundance  
in public spaces? Come to this free workshop to turn  
your dreams into action. Drawing on the Fernwood 
Community Orchard and other local examples, we’ll take  
a look at design considerations, tree selection, community 
mobilizing, grants and other resources to help you get  
your dream project off (or into!) the ground.

Location: Fernwood NRG, 1240 Gladstone Ave. 
Instructor: Tim Fryatt, LifeCycles 

Mar 18 Sat 1-3 p.m. Free  34426

https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=6e15f93e-cc85-4e1c-be0d-e711050a0c78
https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=fffd137e-236b-4356-aac4-e1b96fd1543c
https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=dda39355-8955-4d33-9e39-22ee833e895e
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Gardening Skills: Learn to Grow!

Grow Your Own Food Workshop
Want to grow your own groceries but not sure where  
to start? This is a crash course in veggie growing designed 
for beginners who want to start growing their own fresh 
produce, or experienced gardeners who want more tips 
and tricks for success. In this workshop we will touch  
on soil health, site selection, timing, techniques for 
growing from seed vs. plant starts, the easiest veggie 
crops to grow, pests and diseases, and more!

Location: Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, Brereton Room 
Instructor: Kayla Siefried, Compost Education Centre

Jan 28 Sat 10 a.m.-Noon $10/1 34445

Planning for Pollinators
Pollinators are critical to ecological health. You can learn 
to support the myriad insects, butterflies and birds 
that help keep our flowers blooming and our tomatoes 
plentiful in this clear and informative workshop. You’ll go 
home with knowledge of how to select the right plants for 
the right place to create beautiful, functional landscapes. 

Location: City Council Antechamber, 1 Centennial Square 
Instructor: Kristen Miskelly, Satinflower Nursery and Lora 
Morandin, Pollinator Partnership

Feb 18 Sat  10 a.m.-Noon Free   34549

Introduction to Foodscaping 
Learn how to increase food production in your garden 
in new and creative ways. A foodscape is a consciously 
designed landscape that puts food production at the 
forefront of the design, while still maintaining usable, 
beautiful spaces. Through real-life examples here in 
Victoria, this workshop will give you plenty of ideas  
for the key components of a foodscape or edible 
landscape that you can apply to your own backyard  
or community garden. 

Location: Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, Brereton Room 
Instructor: Tayler Krawczyk, Hatchet and Seed

Feb 21 Tue  5:30-7:30 p.m. $15/1 34702

https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=a4344db2-7c23-4535-9da3-9b582e247238
https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=4cc921a8-8cde-48e5-ad91-c43542ebcf0b
https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=5433a46b-80e8-458a-b641-de1c58c0c5b7
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Start Your Own Seedlings
Growing healthy seedlings for your garden is fun and 
rewarding - you can try more varieties, use your own 
saved seeds and trade with friends! In this workshop,  
we’ll cover which seeds need to be started indoors,  
how to start your seeds, how to care for your baby plants, 
how and when to harden them off and how to transplant 
them for maximum harvest. 

Location: Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, Brereton Room 
Instructor: Kayla Siefried, Compost Education Centre

Feb 22 Wed 6-8 p.m. $15/1   34447

Transform Your Boulevard 
Learn a new gardening super power – the sheet mulch! 
This workshop will take you through the steps for 
converting lawn to productive garden space with  
an easy, low-cost and ecologically sound method.  
No more purchasing expensive soil by the yard or bag.    

Location: Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, Brereton Room 
Instructor: Kayla Siefried, Compost Education Centre 

Mar 15 Wed 6-8 p.m. Free   34446

Container Gardening
Growing veggies, flowers and fruits is not only for the 
garden – growing in containers can also be a rewarding 
way to add abundance to patios, balconies or paved 
areas. In this workshop, learn about what types of 
containers and soil blends are the best to use, how  
to replenish nutrients in your containers and care  
for plants, and what varieties of fruit, vegetables  
and flowers are best grown in containers. 

Location: Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, Brereton Room 
Instructor: Kayla Siefried, Compost Education Centre

Mar 22 Wed 6-8 p.m. $10/1   34448

Seed Swap Social
Seed saving is an incredibly useful skill for gardeners,  
and sharing them is an ancient and meaningful way  
to contribute to local resilience and grow community. 
In the first hour, we’ll host a short workshop on how  
to save seeds for beginners. In the second hour, we invite 
you to bring your own saved seeds and swap them! Feel 
free to join us for whichever part of the event you think  
will be most useful for you. See registration page for  
more details.

Location: Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, Brereton Room 
Instructor: Lisa Willott, FarmFolk CityFolk

Mar 23 Thu 5:30-7:30 p.m. Free   34548

CANCELLATION POLICY 

If you can no longer attend a workshop you are registered 
for, please provide 72-hours’ notice to receive a full refund.

https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=74991efe-6a7a-4e96-b6af-49bc5e317ea7
https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=244c979f-fe95-4943-bcdd-97b7263f9925
https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=df99f893-8667-4633-b927-b3079744ecf9
https://cityofvictoria.perfectmind.com/23404/Clients/BookMe4LandingPages/CoursesLandingPage?widgetId=15f6af07-39c5-473e-b053-96653f77a406&redirectedFromEmbededMode=True&courseId=b4de4cde-00c7-49cf-9457-b4dcaf3af25f

